Restarting the clock...again: ethical considerations in retransplantation.
Cardiac and pulmonary transplantation has revolutionized end-stage heart and lung therapy. With the advent of cyclosporine and other immunosuppressive therapies, many patients lead productive lives. Unfortunately, other patients who have undergone cardiac and/or pulmonary transplantation do not have favorable results. In fact, some require retransplantation to live. Because of organ scarcity, healthcare professionals and patients must examine not only retransplantation survival rates but also the ethical considerations when dealing with resource-limited organs. Given that retransplantation survival rates are not as favorable as those for primary transplantation and that no studies involving quality of life and morbidity could be located, considerable thought should be given to this controversial practice.